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Tendo City is located almost in the center of Yamagata Prefecture,
with the Ou Mountains towering to the east and the Mogami River
flowing to the west. It is known for its rich fruits, such as the La
France pear, Japan's top producer, and the Yamagata Benio cherry,
which is being promoted with the aim of becoming a major production
center, as well as for its hot springs. Tendo also boasts the top
production of shogi pieces in Japan and has long been committed to
shogi-focused urban development. We will promote comprehensive
measures to evolve from a "shogi town" to a "shogi mecca."
Established on October 1, 1958, as the 10th city in the prefecture,
Tendo City will celebrate its 70th anniversary as a city in 2028. We
have worked to create a livable city by striving to create a comfortable
living environment through land readjustment projects and the
development of infrastructure such as roads, parks, and sewerage
systems; promoting agriculture through agricultural infrastructure
development; and securing jobs by developing industrial parks and
attracting companies. Building on the tireless efforts of our
predecessors, Tendo City continues to develop in harmony between
nature, the city, and industry, and is highly regarded as a city that is
easy to live in.

Even as the population continues to decline due to a declining
birthrate and aging population, we will continue to work together with
our citizens to realize the city's future vision of "A safe city where
smiles abound and happiness spreads,” as set out in the Eighth Tendo
City Comprehensive Plan, which was formulated to promote
sustainable city development where people can continue to live
vibrant lives.

We hope that those who read this book will gain an understanding of
the city's current situation, and will also be able to experience Tendo's
many charms up close.
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Tendo City is a tourist city blessed with beautiful nature, -

overlooking th(?ﬁio mountain range to the southeast and Mount

Gassan to the west. Located almost in the center of Yamagata

Prefecture, National Routes 13 and 48 intersect in the northern

part of the city, and Yamagata Airport is just a 10-minute drive )

away. Thanks to its convenient transportation, the city attracts .;°

many tourists. o

Tendo City hosts seasonal events, such as the nationally famous

Human Shogi (Japanese Chess), the La France Marathon, and the ;iE

Reiwa Nabe Battle. You can also enjoy a variety of fruit-focused - 5

delicacies throughout the year. E

The city's beautiful natural scenery, from cherry blossoms in
spring to snowy winter scenery, offers unique charms no matter
what season you visit.

Tendo, which developed as a castle town around Tendo Castle in w /.
the Middle Ages, is still home to numerous temples and shrines, :

including Jakusho-ji Temple (a nationally designated important
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cultural property), and Atago Shrine. There are also various art

Ry

BBIE ot CHRFTOR BRGSO ERIOIRE

museums and archives, conveying the aspirations of our ancestors
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Tendo City is known as the "hometown of shogi pieces,"
boasting the highest production of shogi pieces in Japan.
Its history dates back to the end of the Edo period. The
Tendo Oda clan, which ruled over part of what is now
Tendo City, had its headquarters in Takahata before
moving to Tendo. It is said that during this period they
learned the techniques of shogi piece making from the
neighboring Yonezawa clan. The Tendo Oda clan was
later established in Tendo, but the clan's finances were
extremely difficult, and lower-ranking samurai in
particular found life difficult, forcing them to supplement
their household income through side jobs. One of these
was the making of shogi pieces, and this is said to be the
reason Tendo became a shogi piece production center.
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Tendo koma is prided for its long history
and tradition. There are the Kaki-koma, the
Hori-koma, the Horiume-koma and the
Moriage-koma. Each and every koma,
depending on its type, is made by a special
master. Although the Sosho writing style of
the Kaki was the special koma of Tendo, in
modern times, the preferred higher-quality
Hori is the choice of many Shogi (Japanese
chess) players. The making of Koma in
Tendo requires the skills and technique of a
trained artisan. The ones made in Tendo
are used in many professional competitions
as official pieces. In 1996, the Minister of
International Trade and Industry appointed
the Tendo Shogi Koma (Japanese chess
pieces) as a Traditional Artifact. In Tendo,
you can find museums, rooms for playing,
and many other facilities that can only be
found in a town dedicated to Shogi
(Japanese chess). On the streets, you can
find all kinds of designs and motifs with
their likeness. They are a very important
part on Tendo’ s manufacturing, business,
cultural and educational sector. They are a
very representative part of Tendo and are
well loved by its people.
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Located on the north side of Maizuru Park, Tendo Hot
Springs got its start in1887, when a well sunk in a search
for irrigation water produced waem mineral water instead.
Taking the name of the district in which the well was
sunk, the spa was known as Kamata Hot Spring until 1924,
when it was given its present name. Due to its strategic
position in the ceter of Yamagata Prefecture, and its
accessibility, Tendo Onsen has been the accommodation
base for tourists visting the prefecture. Tendo is one of the
greatest Onsen towns in Onsen Paradise, Yamagata. Here,
one can experience a sentimental and relaxed atmosphere

throughout the four seasons.
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All types of hotels can be found in Tendo,
form modern style hotels to traditional
Japanese style inns. These are patronized by
both locals and overseas tourists. The water
is clear and colorless, and the spring quality
is a weakly alkaline sulfur salt spring. It has
excellent skin-beautifying properties and is
suitable for a wide range of ailments,
including arteriosclerosis, cuts, burns, joint
pain, sensitivity to the cold, and fatigue.
Visitors in yukata strolling the streets with
the sound of their geta (Japanese clogss)
striking the paths is one of the unique scenes
of Tendo. One distinctive characteristic of
Tendo City are motifs of the game of Shogi;
Japanese chess, which can be seen all over
the city, including Shogi figures in the
sidewalks. Around Tendo city are many
femous and historic spots like Yamadera and
Zao. The picking of fruits at various orchards
is very popular too. With so much to offer,
Tendo Onsen plays an important role as a
main tourist spot.
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Beautiful, fragrant fruit, nurtured by the

changing seasons. Tendo is one of the

leading producers of fruit within Yamagata
Prefecture. From spring to autumn, each
season’ s colorful fruits paint the city and
fruit farms offer the many visitors their
harvest.When one tastes the fruit fresh
from the tree under a clear blue sky one
experiences the blessing of Tendo’ s

bountiful and splendid nature.
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Starting with cherries in early summer, followed | oy . . N NN
N Fo b #o
by peaches, grapes, and Japanese pears in August, BAVETRE, SITIBBRDTRVEE

and apples and pears from September, the fruits P ELTNET, BRORBRENHADBRNT V&
grown in Tendo's lush natural environment one EHHLET,

after another fill the air with their sweet fragrance,
coloring the city.Jewel-like cherries are in season
from early June to early July. Many tourists visit LXAXLGEMT |]5|E bS5 ﬁ* %m
Tendo every year in search of their delicious taste. X - ¥ o 23S
La France, a variety of pear, is also known as & 3 o~ :

"midagunashi” (meaning "ugly" in Yamagata ‘.: Q PR ; v EELRRYHIUFHAUNE

dialect) because of its rugged shape, and is in gn%%%ﬁﬂi%ﬁjjﬁg
season from late October to late December. Its < ﬁﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁj'é‘i7)l«—
unique fragrance, pleasant texture, and elegant, " \-*1; 2 -

noble flavor have captivated many, earning it the YIRYDPMERTEET,
nickname "Queen of Fruits." Making the most of its H7x% 'f#gﬁ LTW3 %ﬁj

melt-in-your-mouth softness and mellow aroma,
many luxurious processed products are produced
in Tendo, which boasts the highest production
volume in Japan.
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There are various kinds of "Sasi-goma" ranging 5 B ——— g i
from high-end products used for professional game g

players to popular products. E % 5@

ERRRETEINCREREDOFHEB TIEFIHEID
FAESICEVWTH). D F12EI RO E5,LTDET
TE5, LD B EDPODTILWETHEONSE L, EZEW
RISEZID. TERIIREACETERDOTIHELTAR
nHNEd,

gl /
-t & e
‘ k va X . The ‘Hidari-Uma’ is a popular amulet for the success of a business.

MAIZURU

ELLWAMZEET SER.
BRLERzZEIETEE
BREDREEELIATOD
BN sEE o718 TY,

These decorative pieces are
packed with the city's technology,
combining the eye for carefully
selecting beautiful wood and the

advanced craftsmanship of artisans
who create complex shapes.

.“‘

KR DRES,

RafEbBWEEEAL

SIZEASNBRROBA

REOBALBIE &5IHEEERAHS

BTDFHE EN LI ERLERELTEY

BRE TEEEATRER SN S

AL EE BT T AL S
HRDORD I BEDVRVKREDOARTE A,

Many of our products are made in the same traditional way that ZOEBWREBEIAEARATHEDONTWLET,
has been passed down over the ages. Our craftsmen continuously

The exquisite woodworking products of Tendo,

work to improve their skills while turning out new products made showcasing the skills of master craftsmen, are recognized
from local materials. Our products are of high quality and are zo;iq'tdomesncally and internationally for their high
uality.

well received within and outside the Prefecture.
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Brewed from high quality rice and water, Tendo’s
sake is famous throughout the country.

24
WL TRELI-BERERT RV
FERLE-TA Db ELEET,

Our wine is made from locally produced
high-quality grapes and is guaranteed to
intoxicate your heart.

Z - TIVRETDAIZEETR,
HHOMDOFELIcbAI LA
EESERBEEFHHYVET,
Confectionery that contains LaFrance;
confectionery and sweets in the shape
of the shogi koma, are just some of the

meny varieties of snacks you can find
in Tendo.

Y
% Lé E ﬁ" $ The tasty Inaka-Soba is coarsely grinded and made
% ! 2 Iz ?]’ thickly. Synonymous witrh Yamagata soba is the
l./ ﬁi Li 5 Ita-Soba, which is named after a famous Soba shop
* % /\o 1= '5 here.
LE2bh 2
R
‘v = 2&;6 % %
, = = | x
DRz
‘L — --\4‘ é %\ [/
XL T
52 {1 D 7K
. . - = X <
REFFRILTHERDOEE A, B L & 47
SREZEPAEANZIEH L BED ca5
i -
287T7, B ¢ 1f
Tendo is well known for its Soba in Tohoku area D 7’;: )
Kanchu-hikinuki Soba and Benibana-iri Soba are *)J o n
some of the varieties. 'ft < 1z
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Tendo is filled with a sense of history. jakushou-ji Temple, famous as the first of the 33 Mogami
Kannon temples, is widely known as a temple of matchmaking, with the lyrics "Auspicious young
pine, my dear" sung in the Hanagasa Ondo song. Its history is long, dating back to 708 (the first year
of the Wado era).

Takeisao Shrine, dedicated to Oda Nobunaga, the founder of the Tendo Oda clan, was built in 1870
(the third year of the Meiji era). A festival is held every year on May 3rd. The neighboring Azalea
Park is home to approximately 10,000 mountain azaleas, which reach their peak in mid-May.

The Tendo Oda Village History Museum was established in 1879 (the 12th year of the Meiji era) as
the Higashimurayama County Office. It displays materials related to Tendo from the end of the Edo
period to the Meiji and Taisho periods, and is a designated tangible cultural property of the
prefecture.

Maizuruyama Mountain is beloved by locals as a symbol of the town. The summit offers an
observation plaza with panoramic views of Mount Gassan and the Asahi Mountain Range. The Tendo
Cherry Blossom Festival, held under approximately 2,000 cherry trees, adds color to Tendo's spring
season with the Human Shogi game. On the north side of the mountain, the Atago Pond Waterside
Park and Maple Garden offer a relaxing space where visitors can walk around the pond. On the west
side of the mountain, literary monuments honoring writers associated with Tendo are lined.

The Tendo Highlands, with their refreshing air, are ideal for sports and leisure. From spring to
autumn, it becomes a popular campground, and in winter, it becomes a family ski resort.
Jagaramogara, a huge, bowl-shaped depression on the mountainside of Mount Amekobi in the eastern
part of Tendo City, boasts a series of large and small wind holes that blow cool breezes of 3 to 8
degrees Celsius, even in midsummer. It is a botanically valuable site where subalpine plants grow,
and it has been designated a prefectural natural monument.

23\ REMHHER 2026




sssssssses - T LI LT T

2=
R

Profile Of City Tendo 2026 (24




X 1B 5 1@ A EIC 5 B L& 5 3|
ERECMHBEHTEELIETELDNFE X
TRIE:RELZRABEEEEY FREAAKE
BOEN - A EBLEA-—TEaMHBELD
BE2Y CXRLLBALM CEICEZEDANSE
HNBSEELHIESRE ~WE B LN
B EICEE I FMIEEE A TRFTEHANS X B
HEE I E#HZTLERBRITIT ELEBETHEHODIMIE
REF - LVToOomA "o THBL=E®E D
B #nT+H B HFLO  TiioR
TR ED LB RAMELXR-—-RK
AL Y 2o XRs )N % E@EEICoOT
TfE RBod84ok# R2LeEHTI kT
mE FMraSo EFH5F ELhob  HKY
RFE Wl o=EMEAERT &N TELCRD >V
TRE 7 %5 8 °LIXA-LKDHDEY X
TREY 32 EPH TT7T 5390 i
S ENE =] = E s II = R N %ﬂjgﬁﬁ
T2AaF S EAOER LKV LEE Yy °®
fZOEEJL,Bﬂgg <3 g 8% K 1*
ZKXL - TUym A CZELELx B
TIQT_L\/Ci Fﬁ’r-g—b\i%‘iﬁﬁ =
fvEY Ta~RZ > ExNpic g B
Lok E e 2 hy &=y =
I T ey E T RS CEBEL R
J o= L& o3 i W 'S F T EN &
THRTTX _BFEFZIfLIZE  F KRN
WFBEAFBEBERELPAET ELESFTET | R
g R CEEBXNIATEH, EE LS
T L B3 TEMTEXZEY TR OM &R
R YyALTILEL o EDE R E L W
5L LBERMLILERE L TR
DEFHLER)LT XIEH b T
%WL“%éKS@Wﬁﬂ:;% Al
EEL:T:iﬁﬁgﬂ{bEEEMTE%Oﬂ ==
AESI B SN A O
b omF, Ve X e Er A ny
ST EexEFELSELARESOT TX
nsLlLLlLy3d Wz Lwld wvwo

5 . g
EEEIEE
Tendo City Museum of Art is one of the few public art museums in the prefecture, and its
collection includes works by artists from Tendo City.

The Dewazakura Museum of Art primarily exhibits ceramics and crafts from ancient Korea, Silla,
Goryeo, and the Joseon Dynasty, as well as works by painter Saito Shinichi and others.

The Hiroshige Museum was established in honor of the connection between Utagawa Hiroshige,
an ukiyo-e artist active in the late Edo period, and the Tendo Oda Domain. You can see works
such as "Tendo Hiroshige," commissioned by Hiroshige for the Tendo Oda Domain.

Tendo City Nishinumata Ruins Park, a nationally designated historic site, is a restoration of a
rural village from the Kofun period. It includes guidance facilities and an experiential learning
room.

Wakuwaku Land, Tendo's tourism and exchange hub, is popular with children, with three types
of fountains and large playground equipment on the lawn. The outdoor stage is also used for a
wide range of events. Tendo City Library has been undergoing renovation since fiscal year 2023
to improve convenience and revitalize the library. It is scheduled to reopen in March 2027.
Yamagata Prefectural General Athletic Park is Yamagata's leading sports hub. It also serves as the
home of Montedio Yamagata and the Passlab Yamagata Wyverns.

In the safflower fields of the Nukuzu area, you can see safflower, the Yamagata prefectural flower
that brought abundant wealth and culture to this region through trade with the Kamigata region.
The history and culture themed around Yamadera and safflower were designated a Japan
Heritage Site in 2018 as "Safflower Culture Supported by Yamadera."

Tendo City Child-Rearing Future Center Gen Kids has opened as an indoor community facility.
The spacious, safe play area is filled with the smiling faces of energetic children.
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The circumstances surrounding society are undergoing rapid change, with the
progression of a rapidly declining population, more frequent and severe natural
disasters, diversifying values, the impact of economic globalization on citizens'
lives, and the advancement of digital transformation.

In particular, the trend of population decline resulting from Japan's structural
challenges, such as a declining birthrate and aging population and the outflow
of people from rural areas to large cities, is having a major impact on regional

£

cities, and local governments are being called upon to chart and realize a path
toward sustainable local communities that can adapt to these changing times.
 As we face such a major turning point in our lives, we have formulated our
- Eighth Comprehensive Plan, with the aim of making Tendo a charming city
* where every citizen can shine and feel happy, without being left behind.
I’Going forward, we will respond to the various needs of the community and
| become a city that people of all ages, including the young people who will lead
Rthé‘ next generation, choose to live in and connect with, while also

v ' comprehensively implementing measures toward sustainable urban development

*and further énhancing its appeal.
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Tendo City has concluded mutual exchange agreements on tourism and local
products with Tsuchiura City in Ibaraki Prefecture, Tatebayashi City in Gunma
Prefecture (the name comes from the fact that the former territories of the
Tsuchiura and Tatebayashi domains were located within present-day Tendo City
during the Edo period), and Abashiri City in Hokkaido (the name comes from the
fact that Ise Nakagawa, a native of Tendo City, served as an Abashiri City
Council member for seven terms and made great efforts to promote exchanges
with Tendo City).Tendo City has also concluded a mutual exchange agreement
on cultural promotion with Tagajo City in Miyagi Prefecture (the name comes
from the fact that the Tendo clan, who ruled the entire Tendo region during the
Sengoku period, later moved to present-day Tagajo City).
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Tendo City has concluded a sister city agreement with

T B RENLEKRT
Marostica City, Italy (originating as a result of the traditional %‘B Pt (s ;E 5157_} AR - K gt x
« » = —-— g% ~ =
events of “human” chess and Japanese chess) and the city of M %;t i EEI [ e
Marlborough, New Zealand (as a result of the interaction 1%73 7 —d_ iz i‘H} 57 Z or, | T - T
i i i i TE BT+ 1 ST ST = 8
between farmers in the fruit production areas such as Cherries). rE e m - m | o~ 2
In addition, we also concluded a Friendship City agreement % 7)1[3 i t* D 3 Wb A
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